
Limited Submission Funding Opportunities – updated 5/09/25 
 
Please be aware that any grant that brings in less than 20% in indirect costs (IDC) will need to be 
supplemented up to the 20% equivalent by existing investigator or departmental sundry funds. Resolution 
of this issue must occur prior to submitting a proposal. Training fellowships from foundations, public 
charity, and non-profit organizations are excluded from this minimum IDC requirement. 
 
For MGH investigators selected through a competitive process as the institutional nominee for any limited 
submission funding opportunities, in situations in which the grant will bring in less than 20% indirect cost 
(IDC), we will cover the IDC gap up to a maximum of $50,000 per year. In order to optimize the 
distribution of limited institutional funds across the MGH research community, it is expected that PIs and 
departments will work together to cover the remaining IDC shortfall. 
 
This policy is only effective for those limited submission opportunities in which MGH is invited to submit its 
own nominee(s). This policy does not apply for those limited submission opportunities in which the MGH 
investigator must apply through HMS. 
 
For further questions, please contact ecor@mgh.harvard.edu 
 
We ask that all MGH Investigators interested in applying for any limited submission award submit a Letter 
of Intent (see detailed instructions below) to ecor@mgh.harvard.edu  by the deadline indicated for each 
award to be considered to receive an institutional nomination. 
 
Process 
Submit a one- to two-page Letter of Intent (LOI) via email to ecor@mgh.harvard.edu.  In addition to your 
LOI, please include an NIH Biosketch. 
 
The letter of intent should include: 

1. Name of the Principal Investigator with appropriate contact information 
2. A descriptive title of the potential application 
3. Brief description of the project 
4. Brief description of why you specifically should be selected to receive institutional nomination for this 

award 
 
In the event that there is more than one MGH investigator interested in applying for a limited submission 
award, the LOIs will be used to assess candidates and a review and selection process will take place. 
 
If there is a limited submission funding opportunity you do not see listed below or you have any 
additional questions, please let us know at ecor@mgh.harvard.edu. 
 
CURRENT OPPORTUNITIES 

1. EPSCoR Research Infrastructure Improvement Program: EPSCoR Collaborations for Optimizing 
Research Ecosystems (E-CORE) – NEW! 

 
The Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) supports the U.S. National Science 
Foundation (NSF) mission by promoting nationwide scientific progress. Through this program, NSF fosters 
partnerships among academic institutions, government entities, industry, and non-profits. These 
collaborations aim to drive long-term improvements in research infrastructure, enhance R&D capacity, 
and boost the research competitiveness of eligible EPSCoR jurisdictions, including states, territories, and 
commonwealths. 
 
A jurisdiction’s research ecosystem is the interconnected network of organizations, researchers, trainees, 
community stakeholders, and resources that contribute to the process of research and innovation that 
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advances fundamental knowledge, generates use-inspired products, and ultimately cultivates beneficial 
impacts for a jurisdiction. E-CORE supports jurisdictions in building significant and sustainable research 
capacity and research infrastructure for targeted areas of focus, hereinafter referred to as “cores,” that 
underlie a jurisdiction's research ecosystem. 
 
Based on the evidence-based and self-identified needs of a jurisdiction, the types of cores supported by 
E-CORE may include (but are not limited to) development, enhancement, and/or ensuring the 
sustainability of: research administration; research facilities and infrastructure (including 
cyberinfrastructure); STEM education (K-12) pathways; higher education pathways; early career 
investigator pathways; broadening participation; workforce development; national and global 
partnerships; community engagement and outreach; technology transfer; economic development; and 
use-inspired research pathways. E-CORE projects must be designed to support the sustainability of the 
research infrastructure cores beyond the award period. Projects will also support the development and 
growth of new jurisdiction-wide connections, and the leveraging of existing jurisdiction-wide connections, 
to drive substantive and sustainable impacts. 
 
  MGH LOI Deadline: 5/28/25 
  Sponsor Application Deadline: 7/15/25 

 
Learn more 
 
 

2. Burroughs Wellcome Fund Climate and Health Excellence Centers (CHEX)  
 
The Burroughs Wellcome Fund announces the Climate + Health Excellence (CHEX) Centers award. This is a 
new institutional research and training opportunity that will help institutions bridge the gaps between 
fields that will have important roles to play in understanding the impacts of climate change on human 
health and diminishing their effects. This grant will support new discovery toward defining the health 
impacts of climate change, developing potential interventions, translating discovery science into practical 
application, and outward-facing work that can help public understanding of Climate + Health or 
strengthen connections between research and communities whose health has been harmed by climate 
change. Our goal is to help these Centers of Excellence achieve their strategic goals by supporting 
activities that help build stable collaborations between people, departments, and institutions. Building 
interdisciplinary connections between scholars, between approaches, and between researchers and 
those outside academe form the bulk of the budget. 
 
This program is meant to support institutions or consortia that have already begun to work toward taking 
on the problem of climate’s impact on health. Consortia might include neighboring institutions with 
already established collaborations, but of more relevance to this RFP are consortia of institutions united 
by common interests, for example in the health of residents of the Appalachian Mountains or the Great 
Lakes region, an urban focus, or a focus on rural life, etc. Whether collaborators are at a single institution 
or a consortium, we want to see lasting connections developed between those working with basic and 
applied approaches. We anticipate that support from CHEX will accelerate and enhance the cultivation of 
new common ground for high-impact basic research, invention, and implementation that can practically 
change the impacts of climate change on human health. 
 
New institutional awards of up to $10,000,000 to stimulate the development of strong research, 
education, and public communications connections between fields that aim to understand and mitigate 
the impact of climate change on human health. In general, this award will support institutions or 
consortia that are already moving toward establishing themselves as centers of excellence for 
understanding climate change’s impact on human health and for leadership in climate education OR 
public communication around climate and health.  

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/e-core-epscor-research-infrastructure-improvement-program-epscor/nsf25-523/solicitation


Limited Submission Funding Opportunities – updated 5/09/25 
 
 
  MGH LOI Deadline: 6/11/25 
  Sponsor LOI Deadline: 8/07/25 
  Invited Application Deadline: 12/04/25 

 
Learn more 
 

https://www.bwfund.org/funding-opportunities/climate-change-and-human-health/burroughs-wellcome-fund-climate-health-excellence-chex-centers/

