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Training Fellowship Characteristics  
 

 
Foundation, public charity and non-profit training fellowships are exempt from this 
new policy. How is a training fellowship defined?  
 

• Originating funding comes from a Foundation, Public Charity, or Non-Profit and  
• Provides funding for research training or career development, or as a 

supplement for a career development award, for which:   
• The named PI is a graduate student, postdoctoral fellow, or Instructor, who 

does NOT yet have independent Principal Investigator (PI) status or is a 
new PI in the first stages of developing their independence.  

•  And the funding mechanism requires a named Chief, Mentor or Sponsor 
who is responsible for overseeing the candidate’s career development.  

• Alternatively, the funding mechanism may allow proposals from Assistant 
Professors and Junior Faculty with no mentorship requirement. In these 
cases, the funding must be educational in nature and provide support for 
the individual Investigator and his/her development, rather than funding 
designated solely for a specific research project.  
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Proposal Submission Requirements 

• At Proposal Stage (Pre Award) 
 
      The Pre Award Grant Administrator will: 

1. Request a sundry fund number from the PI for awards that do not meet the 
 minimum indirect rate requirement. 
 

2. If a department does not provide a valid sundry fund number, the chief’s sundry 
 will be charged and a written communication to the department will be sent 
 referencing the chief’s sundry fund number. 
 

3. If it is unclear whether a submission to the sponsor is exempt from the 
15% IDC Floor policy, reach out to your Pre Award Grant Administrator for guidance. 
 

4. If the Pre Award Grant Administrator is unclear whether a submission to the sponsor 
 is exempt, the Pre Award Grant Administrator will request the PI reach out 
 to the SVP for review and approval. 
 

5. If an approval to waive the 15% IDC Floor is granted by the SVP,  the PI emails  
       the approval to the Pre Award Grant Administrator. 
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New Tools for the PI and Department Administrator! 

• New Sponsor Exemption List located on the Navigator 
• Identifies sponsors which have been granted an exemption  
• Or are non-exempt  
• Sponsor’s guideline links included for quick review  
• List is updated monthly  
• List can be found on the Navigator 
 
 

• Sponsor Letter Template 
• Signed and submitted to the sponsor by the PI 
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How Do I Find  the 15% IDC Floor Information? 

Navigator - Home > Apply > Apply for Federal/Foundation Founding > Proposal Preparation 
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How to access 15% IDC  Information  - Navigator 

Home > Apply > Apply for Federal/Foundation Founding > Proposal Preparation 
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How to access 15% IDC  Information  - Navigator 
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15% IDC Floor List – Updated Monthly 

Tab 1  Exemptions 
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Tab 2  Non-Exemptions 

15% IDC Floor List – Updated Monthly 
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Sponsor Letter Template 
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Have Questions? 

• Contacts 
 

• Your Pre Award Grant Administrator 
 

• Dave Waldron, Pre Award Director – dwaldron@partners.org 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dwaldron@partners.org
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